CHAP, i                  THE MYTH OF ADONIS                         n
the brief reference of the prophet Ezekiel, who saw the reflection
women of Jerusalem weeping for Tammuz at the north gate Qfri^tal
of the temple.1 Mirrored in the glass of Greek mythology, Tammuz,
the oriental deity appears as a comely youth beloved by
Aphrodite. In his infancy the goddess hid him in a chest,
which she gave in charge to Persephone, queen of the nether
world. But when Persephone opened the chest and beheld
the beauty of the babe, she refused to give him back to
Aphrodite, though the goddess of love went down herself to
hell to ransom her dear one from the power of the grave.
The dispute between the two goddesses of love and death
was settled by Zeus, who decreed that Adonis should abide
with Persephone in the under world for one part of the year,
and with Aphrodite in the upper world for another part.
At last the fair youth was killed in hunting by a wild boar,
or by the jealous Ares, who turned himself into the likeness
of a boar in order to compass the death of his rival.
Bitterly did Aphrodite lament her loved and lost Adonis.2
The strife between the divine rivals for the possession of
Adonis appears to be depicted on an Etruscan mirror. The
two goddesses, identified by inscriptions, are stationed on
either side of Jupiter, who occupies the seat of judgment
and lifts an admonitory finger as he looks sternly towards
Persephone. Overcome with grief the goddess of love buries
her face in her mantle, while her pertinacious rival, grasping
a branch in one hand, points with the other at a closed
coffer, which probably contains the youthful Adonis.8 In
1  Ezekiel viii. 14.                                kindred gods Adonis, Attis, and Osiris
2  Apollodorus, Bibliotheca, iii.   14.      see Spirits of the Corn andoftke Wild,
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503  sqq. ;  Aristides,  Apology,  edited     the god may be based on the terrible
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texts relating to Tammuz no reference
has yet been found to death by a boar.         s W.   W.   Graf Baudissin,   Adonis
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